
I 

202 . NOTES ON NANDAKNA, 1944 

thigh straps round the patient's thighs, taking them from without 
inwards and hooks them up as shown in Fig. 10. 

The final position attained with the proper adjustment of all straps 
is shown in Figs. I I and I2. · Fig. I2 ·also demonstrates that both 
the rescuer and the wounded man have both arms free and are thus 
capable of self-defence. 

It has been demonstrated that by the use of this carrier a wounded 
man ·can be carried by a single rescuer at considerable speed over 
steep and rough ground, where the use of a stretcher would have been 
much slower and would have needed at least four bearers. Low walls 
and fences can be climbed easily by trained men. It should be empha
sised that the majority of men are unaccustomed to the carriage of 
such heavy weights on their backs and that the best results will only 
be obtained with practice. In the accompanying photographs the 
weight of the rescuer was 9 stone and that of the patient I 3 stone . 

• 
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NOTES ON NANDAKNA,1 1944 

BY B. R. GOODFELLOW 

E chose N andakna ( 20,700 ft.) as the most readily accessible : 
peak of its size and character in Garhwal, and we had been . 
inspired to visit Garhwal by the writings of Meade, Smythe, 

Shipton and others who so praise its scenery and people. Moreover, 
we had been able to discuss the district with Wilfrid Noyce, who visited · 
it in May 1943. Also Shipton (H.J. ix. 85 sqq.) had described the 
Ronti Glacier and Pass and his descent of the Nandagini; hi~ two ·· 
photographs Nos. 7 and 8 illustrating this paper gave us· some idea of 
the N. and N .E. side of the mountain. N oyce had a number of photo
graphs taken from Pt. I6,586, due S. of Nandakna and we were able 
to set up some of these stereoscopically. They enabled us to study 
the S. face and E. ridge of the mountain in some detail. 

Our party consisted of John Buzzard, Innes Tremlett and myself, 
with Pasang Dawa Sherpa and Nuri. The plan which we developed 
was to cross the Ronti Pass (about 17,ooo ft.) between Nandakna and 
Trisul, from the head of the Nandagini; to establish a base camp on 
the glacier illustrated by Shipton, which runs E. from the saddle 

·between Nandakna and Nanda Ghunti; thence, we hoped, to attempt 
Nandakna by the N. ridge shown well in profile in Shipton's photo
graph at p. 86. Our only misgivings arose from his remark on p. 86 . . . 
' The saddle reached by Longstaff and Ruttledge . . . ' .; this was 
clearly well up the N. ridge and we wondered why they had not gone 

1 This note refers to the peak named Nandakna by the Survey of India, 
which Shipton, in H.J. ix. (1937), asks to be renamed 'Nanda Ghunti.' 
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further: · We hoped, however, to climb Nanda Ghunti. if Nandakna 
proved too difficult. · . . · : · 
. Our march from Baijnath went according to schedule and is tqo 
{amiliar to need description. We left the main route at Kanol .an4 
took a short cut down a steep path to Sutol through a rpagnificen~ 
forest of deodar and sy~amore, then in their autumn colouring, whic_h 
made a fine setting for the stupendous background. of 'I;risul. 
Throughout this approach we had frequent views of the upper part_ q~ 
the S. ridge of Nandakna, and we surveyed it thoroughly with .9ur 
glasses. · · -- , · 

In Sutol, that admirable character Subadar Umrao -Singh ·made .. ~U 
Ol.lr arrangements, providing a guide .and extra porters for the uppet: 
N~ndagini gorge. The route up this is much overgrown_ and took 
us two full days with a halt on the way at L~t Kupri, where there is a 
perfect camping ground of unforgettable beauty .. We put our base 
camp at the foot of the glacier coming . down from the southern half 
of the great amphitheatre below theW .. -face of Trisul; the best si~e 
is behind the northern moraine. It was disappointing to fin4 .. tP,is 
to be the limit of wood, although the height, so far as we could judge, 
was little over 12,ooo ft. . 
, We now knew our form well enough to realise that the- time at our 
disposal and our own state of fitness and equipment made it out of the 
question to establish and maintain food and fuel supplies to .a proper 
base camp beyond the Ronti Pass. This ruled out ·the northern 
approach to Nandakna. We dismissed all idea .of the E. ridge since, 
although we might hope to reach the E. peak of Nandakna with np 
insuperable difficulty straight up from the Ronti Pass, a full mile of ice 
ridge sep~rated the E. peak from the summit. · . 

Our surveys and studies of the S. face of the mountain had, ~ade. it 
clear that the only reasonable route lay ultimately up the steep ridge 
running due S. from the summit, which from Kausarii had· appeared 
to be the higher of the twin tops of Nandakna. This ridge wa~, 
according to our calculations, about Boo ft. in height and rose at a very 
steep angle. To the left of it was the great W. face, of impossible 
steepness, and to the E., an array of formidable hanging glaciers. The 
only approach to this S. ridge was a twin rock buttress about 1700 ft .. 
in height, divided by a curving couloir. The lower part of this was 
~creened from view during our approach march, but we could be ·certain 
that only the eastern half of the upper buttress was safe, as a menacing 
ice bulge capped the western half. Noyce's photographs led us to 
expect no difficulty in r~aching the base of the buttress up the more 
southerly of the two glaciers which flow eastwards from the hanging 
glaciers on the S. face of the mountain. Realising that we would have 

. no time for anything else if we failed, we decided to attempt this 
formidable face. We moved our principal camp from the head of the 
N andagini gorge to the moraine of the latter glacier, and found an 
e"cellent flat site, a veritable suntrap, at about rs,ooo ft. · Being mid-. 
October it was bitterly cold at night, and we had difficulty in getting 
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going in the mornings before the sun reached us, which did not happen 
until late in the day as we were directly in the shade of the vast W. wall 
of Trisul, whose summit was only three miles away. We planned to 
make our first forward camp on the level glacier, below the buttress, 
and the second camp on the crest of the buttress, or just below it on 
rock, leaving a full day for the short final ridge. 

Our progress up the glacier was unexpectedly slow. There had 
been a month of unbroken fine weather, and the crevasses were wide 
open. We camped the first night at about 17,250 ft. The two of us 
in the climbing party and our two Sherpas slept in pairs in the excellent 
bivouac tents of the 1939 Polish expedition. It was cold, and we had 
a light snow shower in the night. The following day we moved on up 
the glacier by the route we had surveyed from below. On our right 
was a considerable icefall, under the hanging glaciers, and on our left 
the glacier was much broken where it swung round a bend under the 
highest peak of the I 9,ooo ft. ' curtain,' between N andakna and the 
Nandagini valley. As we breasted the middle slope of the glacier, 
above which we hoped there would be easy going, we found to our 
dismay a series of large crevasses running without a fault or a bridge 
from side to side of the glacier qetween the two icefalls. We managed 
to turn the first crevasse on the right, through somewhat spectacular 
ice scenery, but there was no apparent way over the second. Three 
or four more were beyond. Meanwhile foul weather had come up 
the valley and it wa8 snowing hard. It was questionable whether we 
should be wise to stay where we were directly under the fa~e of Nan
dakna, for it seemed unsafe even by Alpine standards. With no visible 
way ahead, we turned back and descended in foul snow conditions to 
our camp on the moraine. We had only reached I8,ooo ft. The storm 
was a sharp one and quickly cleared, but ·snow had fallen right down 
to IO,ooo ft. an<:! was about a foot deep at our camp. 

From the place where we turned back we had seen at close quarters 
the lower part of the buttress and the route we had hoped to make up 
it. The whole of the E. buttress overhung its base, but there was one 
fault, a gully rising from W. to E. by which the overhang might be 
turned to give lodgment on the steep slabs above. However, we could 
see that this was unsafe, for the hanging glacier immediately to the 
E. of the buttress, which descends with astonishing steepness from 
between the twin summits, poured over into the head of the gully. 
So, had we reached it, we should have had to attack the .great couloir 
up the centre of the buttress ; this would have involved us in at least 
I soo ft. of step-cutting in ice, at a high angle in the upper part. This 
we could not have done ten days out from Delhi, nor could we safely 
have attempted it until the fresh snow had cleared from the mountain. 

For a fit party in good conditions this might be a possible spectacular 
route 'l;IP a very fine mountain. For us, failure on the mountain gave 
leisure to enjoy the beauty of the valleys in full autumn colouring and 
perfect weather, and the in~omparable view from the shoulder of 
Jatropani. 

, 
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While we were attempting N andakna the other member of the party 
visited the Ronti Pass, camping a few hundred feet below the summit, 
and rejoined us. at the base. Thanks to Umrao Singh our relays of 
atta and vegetables from Sutol reached us in the upper valley without 
a hitch. However, we had relied on bharal to supplement our tinned 
meat and never saw a sign of one. There were monal pheasant and 
jungle fowl in plenty in the Upper Nandagini and we should have been 
better off with a shotgun than a rifle. 

IN MEMORIAM 

ARTHUR OLIVER WHEELER 

I860-l945 

THE Grand Old Man of Canadian mountaineering has at last in his 
85th year bid goodbye to his beloved mountains to pass on to the 
summits that lie beyond. In the history of Alpine sport and scientific 
exploration in the Rockies Wheeler will always occupy the place that 
in an earlier generation men like C. E. Mathews and Tyndall occupied., 
both in the literal and in the spiritual sense, in the opening up of the 
Alps. In him long sustained personal achievement and the power 

. of inspiring others, scientific interest and the sheer joy of doing and 
beholding, were blended in a characteristic and irresistibly infectious 
enthusiasm. 

Born in 186o, of a younger branch of an old Irish county family, 
he came out with his parents to Canada in 1876 and took up the pro
fession of land surveying in the Province of Ontario. His work took 
him steadily westwards, first to the~. still largely unexplored country 
north of the Great Lakes, then to the Manitoban prairie where, in 
I 88 5, he played his part, as an officer in the Intelligence. Corps, in 
suppressing the Riel rebellion. A course of special training under Dr. 
Deville, the Dominion Surveyor General, in the development of photo
topographical survey, naturally led him towards regions where that 
type of survey had its greatest value. For a few years (189cr-1893) 
he was in private practice in British Columbia. In 1893 he re
entered Government service.. His work was. at first mainly confined 
to the eastern foothills of the Rockies, with his headquarters ·at Calgary. 
I~ 1900 he surveyed the coal-bearing mountain region round the 
Crowsnest Pass on the American bofder, while in 1903 he was sent to 
the far north to survey a part of the Alaska-Yukon boundary, then a 
subject o! keenly disputed arbitration ... 

Between these two remote extremes lay a vast unexplored mountain 
world which for some twenty-five years he was to be actively engaged 
in placing on the map. During 1901 and 1902 he. was engaged on a 
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